THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
been marked by a tone of challenge which in pre-War
relations between states of equal power would have
been regarded as equivalent to a declaration of war.
The Japanese ambassador in Washington stated in
December 1934 that
Japan hopes that Great Britain and the United States
understand her policy, but-if, however, the United
States and Britain failed to understand and attempted
forcibly to swerve us from our course, then Japan
would be forced to fight.
It will be seen from the foregoing that Japanese
statesmen do not deign to disguise their ambitions.
They proclaim them from the housetops.
"Talk with Japanese naval and military officers,
especially late at night when they are unguarded in
their speech, as I have talked with them,' writes Com-
mander Kenworthy,1 'and they make no secret of their
hopes. They look upon Anglo-Saxon democracy as
effete, materialistic, pleasure-mad/
The Japanese military party make no bones about
their general approval of the 'Tanaka Plan*, whether
Tanaka ever in fact wrote the report on which the
plan is based or not. The plan forecasts control of all
Manchuria south of the Eastern Chinese Railway,
running from the Trans-Siberian railway across
Northern Manchuria by way of Harbin and Vladi-
vostock. Inner Mongolia, the Tartar province north
of the Great Wall, is to be penetrated and controlled
through Mongolian Princes in Japanese pay.
* The QutloQ^ March 1932.
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